11 Railway footbridge
South Eastern Railway Company, 1886
The plaque is on the south side wall

THE railway, from Reading to Redhill, came to
Wokingham in 1849 and the level crossing by the
station has been with us ever since.

Following two accidents at the level crossing in 1886,
including a young girl knocked down by a goods train
(recorded in a letter to The Times in May of that year by
a Mr Thomas Cooke!), the authorities set aside a sum of
money for a footbridge to be built between the station
and the crossing from Station Road to Barkham Road. It
was constructed late in 1886 by enterprising navvies
putting an old stock of rails and sleepers to good use.

The railway then was the South Eastern Railway (SER),
becoming The South Eastern and Chatham Railway
Company in 1898. A number of such designs were built
at that time but few, if any, survive and is therefore
almost unique to Wokingham. The bridge is grade Il
listed, originally made from double-headed rails, with
sleepers for the steps. Some sleepers and rails have
been replaced in the 1980s (in the latter case by
bull-head rails) during BR maintenance.

The footbridge is independent of the station, a braced
bowstring supported on piers. The arch of the
bowstring girders continue down to ground level. It is a
Wokingham landmark and regarded as one of the
foremost examples of innovative industrial archaeology
remaining in the town.

The level crossing itself is still notorious as a traffic
nightmare!




The Auction Rooms
Formerly The British School, 1841

IN 1836, members of

the non-conformist

Baptist Church in Milton

Road decided that

“provision should be

made for the daily

instruction of children

of dissenting parents

whose poverty

prevented them supplying a means for their education”.
Consequently, the British School was built by
subscription opposite the church and opened in 1841
for around 200 children.

The building is on what was then the main route to
Twyford, is of red brick, laid in “rat-trap” bond with cast
iron windows and timber sliding sashes. It still retains its
classic features both externally and internally (where
beams and windows still remain in the main and ante
rooms).

The school was run on the Lancaster model and
under the principles of the British and Foreign School
Society. Joseph Lancaster's plan was the “monitoring”
system whereby older pupils would instruct the
younger ones, with the master standing at one end on a
raised dias, facing rows of benches.. In side
passageways, small groups would gather around lesson
boards hung on the walls. Hence, ventilation, daylight
and quietness were of paramount importance, reflected
in the open truss roof and pivoting windows.

Following the advent of state education, the trustees
converted the rooms for use as a Sunday School and
this remained as such until the building was sold in the
1990s.

The building is grade Il listed and is used by Martin
and Pole as an auction and storage room, with the
venue appearing on television programmes.
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